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Of Dreams and Dreamers

I. Why is Yosef Believed?
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8 And it was in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and summoned all the

magicians of Egypt and all of the wise men; and Pharaoh told them his dream; but none could

interpret them for Pharaoh.
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Il. Classical Approaches
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lll. A Puzzling Pattern
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7. And Pharaoh awoke and behold it was a dream!

8. ...and Pharaoh told them his dream; but none could interpret them for Pharaoh.

15. And Pharaoh said to Yosef: “| have dreamt a dream, and no one can interpret it...”

17. And Pharaoh spoke to Yosef: “In my dream, behold | am standing on the bank of the river.”
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21-22. “... And | awoke; and | saw in my dream
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25. And Yosef said to Pharaoh: “Pharaoh’s dream is one...”
26. “...ltis one dream.”
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7 And he asked Pharaoh's officers that were with him in the ward of his master's house, saying:
“Why do you look so sad to-day?” 8 And they said to him: “We have dreamed a dream, and

there is none that can interpret it.” And Joseph said to them: “Do not interpretations belong to

God? Please tell it to me.

IV. Historical Perspective
A. Connection between the Yosef Story and ....
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42 And Pharaoh removed his signet ring from his hand, and put it upon Yosef’s hand, and he
had him dressed in garments of fine linen, and he placed a gold chain upon his neck. 43 And he
made him to ride in the second royal chariot; and they cried before him: “Avrech”; and he
appointed him over all the land of Egypt. 44 And Pharaoh said to Yosef: “I am Pharaoh, and
without you shall no man lift up his hand or his foot in all the land of Egypt.”
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B. Pharaoh as a Paradigm
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15 The couriers went forth in haste by the king's commandment, and the decree was distributed

in Shushan the capital; and the king and Haman sat down to drink; and the city of Shushan was
astonished.
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2 And he came even before the king's gate; for it was forbidden to enter the king's gate,

clothed in sackcloth.
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11 'All the king's servants, and the people of the king's provinces, are well aware, that if anyone,
whether man or woman, approaches the king in the inner court, without being summoned, there
is but one law for him, that he be put to death, except for the person to whom the king shall
extend the golden scepter so that he may live. And as for me, | have not been summoned to
come to the king for the past thirty days.'
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On that night the king’s sleep was disturbed, and he ordered that the record book, the
chronicles, be brought and read before the King.
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5 Thereupon, King Ahashveirosh exclaimed and said to Esther the queen: 'Who is he, and
where is he, who dared presume in his heart to do so?' 6 And Esther said: 'An adversary and an
enemy! This Wicked Haman.' And Haman trembled in terror before the king and the
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queen. 7_And the king rose in a rage from the banquet of wine and went into the palace garden;
and Haman remained to beg for his life from Esther the queen; for he saw that there was evil
determined against him by the king. 8 And the king returned from the palace garden to the
banquet room; and Haman was fallen upon the couch upon which Esther was; and the king
exclaimed: 'Will he even force the queen while | am in the house?' As the word went out of the
king's mouth, they covered Haman's face. 9 Then Harbonah, one of the chamberlains in
attendance before the king said: 'Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits high, which Haman has
made for Mordechai, who spoke good for the king, is standing in Haman’s house.' And the king
said: 'Hang him on it.' 10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows which he had prepared for
Mordechai, and the king's wrath abated.

V. The Contrast
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5 And Yosef dreamt a dream, and he told it to his brethren; and they hated him yet the more.

9 And he dreamt yet another dream, and told it to his brethren, and said: 'Behold, | have

dreamt yet a dream: and, behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars bowed down to me.'

VI. A Final Note: Pharaoh’s Fear
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3 And, behold, seven other cows came up after them out of the river, of ugly appearance and

gaunt flesh; and stood by the other cows upon the bank of the river. 4 And the cows of ugly
appearance and gaunt flesh ate the seven cows of beautiful appearance and robust health.
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19 And, behold, seven other cows came up after them, scrawny and of very inferior form and

lean flesh, | have never seen inferiority like theirs in all the Land of Egypt. 20 And the lean and

inferior cows ate the first seven healthy cows. 21 And they came inside them, and it could not
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be known that they had come inside them; for their appearance remained as inferior as at first-
and | awoke.




